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EU ClimateTargets

The European Council has set the goal for the EU to 
cut its greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030, 
compared to 1990, and become climate neutral by 2050. 

By the European climate law, these goals are binding for the 
EU and its member states.



Renewable Energy ςEnergy Efficiency - Energy Taxation
CO2 emission standards for cars and vans
REfuelEUaviation and FuelEUmaritime

Social climate fund
Carbon border adjustment

Alternative fuels infrastructure
Land use and forestry

Efforts sharing regulation
EU emissions trading system

Fit to 55 climate law framework 

CO2 emission standards for cars and vans



Climatefriendly mobility

Population mobility is integral to development, for both 
individuals and nations (United Nations 2009), for it 

enables individuals, families, and households to meet 
their goals and aspirations. 

It is also essential to the efficient and effective functioning 
of cities and regions, labor markets, and communities 

(World Bank 2009). 





Proportion of population that has convenient access to public transportation

Source: UNHabitatSDGs Indicators (2020)
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Access to public 
transportation

Proportion of population that has convenient access to public transportation

Source: UNHabitatSDGs Indicators (2020)
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Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans
Integration of networks through superblocks and multimodal solutions

Source: BCNecologia(2018)
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What happened when 
COVID-19 appeared?



Impact on lifestyles

The pandemic carried out changes in our 
lifestyles that had disrupt not only the 

way the move, but also the way we consume 
and the way we interact with other people.





In the last decades, 5-6% of people 

aged 20-64 in the EU usually worked 

from home. 

During pandemic, this had increased 

into 12,3% (Eurostat 2020)

Working from home
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Benefits and Drawbacks of Teleworking

Better 
financially

Flexibility in 
time spent

Flexibility in 
work location

More free 
time without 

commute

Flexibility in 
where to live

Better ability 
to focus on 

work

Flexibility in 
career options

Feeling safer

Loneliness
Not being 

able to unplug

Difficulty 
focusing

Difficulty 
staying 

motivated

Working more

Difficulties with 
collaboration & 
communication

Less paths to 
career 

advancement

Distractions at 
home

Advantages

Disadvantages

Source: Buffer 2022



Will telework 
stay?
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Impact in Barcelona

(SIMMB)

(Source: IERM 2021)

- 12,2%Reduction of travels/journeys in 

2020 with respect to 2019 (SIMMB)

- Population without leaving home:         

7% (2019); 14.4% (2020); 10% (2021)

- Telework went from:

2.2% (2019); 15% (2020); 14% (2021)

- Precautionary confinement:

11% (2020); 6% (2021) Telework in Barcelona City
2.3% in 2019
21% in 2020
17% in 2021

50%

14%

37%

Sistema Integradode 
Mobilitat Metropolitana de 

Barcelona (SIMMB)



Gentrification, & 
mental health

In 2021, 95.4 million people in the EU 
were at risk of poverty or social 
exclusion; this was equivalent to 21.7 % 
of the EU population(Eurostat 2021)

22% of people in the EU were at risk 
of depression based on their WHO-5 
mental well-being score, which was 
64 on average on a scale of 0 to 100. 



Migration 
intensity

3% of the Spanish population 
changed municipality of residence 
during the 2016ς2020 period.

(González-Leonardo et al 2021)

Population redistribution 
processes: 

1) Urbanisation

2) Suburbanisation

3) Counterurbanisation.





- Core cities ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǘπƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ сΦл҈ 

(515kς546k) in 2020, and a ŘǊƻǇ ƛƴ ƛƴπƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ 

15.4% (494k to 418k).

- By contrast, rural areas recorded a decrease in 

ƻǳǘπƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ мнΦс҈ όнфсƪς258k), which was met 

by a ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ ƛƴπƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ нлΦр҈ (288kς347k), 

leading to an overall positive ƴŜǘπƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

88k in 2020.

Migration in Spain

2016-2019 2020
MADRID 0.5% 12.4%
BARCELONA 5.8% 14.0%
VALENCIA 2.3% 9.0%
ZARAGOZA 1.4% 4.9%
BILBAO 0.7% 6.5%

(Source: González-Leonardo et al 2021)



ü Depopulation 

ü Risk of poverty & social exclusion

ü Longer distances to basic services (Health 
care, education)

ü Less diversified economy 

ü Lack of access to technology

ü Vulnerability to urban sprawling

ü Weakness on decision-making capacity

Rural areas

challenges



Post-Carbon Cities 
Post-COVID Territories

Which are the opportunitieswe can 
take from this?



Innovation
Social ςTechnological 

Digital solutions

Circularity
Sustainable 

use of resources 
Industrial Processes

Digitalisation
Access to basic services 

Job creation opportunities
Entrepreneurship 

Collaboration
Cohesive communities

Co-creation
Co-management

Transferring
Information

Energy 
Materia

Urban        Rural 
Symbiosis 

Building upon
Circularity
Innovation

Digitalisation
Collaboration

Source: C.Echave(2022) Territorial Resilience. Euro-Mediterranean Economists Association 



Long-ǘŜǊƳ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ όнлплύ

Stronger rural areas
empowering rural communities, improving access to services

Connected rural areas
improve connectivity both in terms of transport and digital access

More resilient rural areas that foster 
prosperous rural area well-being 

preserving natural resources ensuring social resilience and job opportunities;
diversify economic activities and improve the value added of farming and agri-food activities



Ecologic Response
Territorial equity
Social Innovation
Green economy

Cooperation 

ETU Initiative



TheEcosystemicTransition Unit (ETU) Model

Territorial equality


